CATHERINE     D E '   MEDICI          383

impassioned. And she had need to be so, if she was to survive
to the age of seventy in a position oi authority in such a
stormy time as was hers. In this she is the counterpait of two
other prominent women of her age, Queen Elizabeth of Eng-
land and Jeanne d'Albret, Queen of Navarre. At the same
time it may be doubted whether Catherine had as much of
this quality as either of the other two, and whether a great
part of the appearance which she presented of a cold and
unimpassioned nature was not clue to her abnoimal power
of self-control. It is admitted by all authorities that her love
for her husband, Henry II, was intense, and that his indif-
ference to her was the great grief of her life, while her affec-
tion, in her youth for the nuns of the Murate convent, in
middle age for her son Henry, and in old age for her daughter-
in-law Louise de Vaudemont and her granddaughter Christine
of Lorraine, shows that she was not incapable of such feelings.
Many accounts credit her with marked love for her children,
but, with the exception of her son Henry, it may be doubted
whether these statements are not mere courtly flatteries.
She was exceedingly careful of her children's health and
training, but there it would seem to have ended, and she at
times treated them with great harshness

But most prominent of all the features in Catherine's
character were the allied qualities of prudence and self-control.
This self-control was in her developed to a degree which
bordered upon the marvellous, being such as has been seen in
few other individuals. It is constantly referred to as amazing
all around her. With it was combined a no less frequently
mentioned "prudence"; by which term the writers of that
day implied a good deal more than the meaning which we
now attach to it. But in her it was, so to say, a prudence run
mad, a prudence which had been allowed to absorb all other
faculties. All thoughts, all feelings, all desires were, with an
iron will, drilled into subjection to this prudence, this un-
sleeping, incessant care at all times, in all places, under all
circumstances, to look, to do, and to speak only that which